
Grammar Tip #2: How to Practice Questions More Effectively 

QUESTION MINGLE (High beginning to advanced) 

Asking and answering questions in natural situations can be challenging for our students. We can help by giving 
them lots of practice in the supportive environment of the classroom. I’ve used this question mingle activity to get 
my students to engage and interact with each other while practicing questions in a meaningful way. This activity can 
be done at the beginning of class and also makes a nice review activity at the end of class. 

Note: The question starter bundles below are based on corpus research, which means they have been identified as 
very frequently occurring in natural spoken language. So, we can be sure that our students will encounter these 
types of Yes/No questions, no matter what their language level.  

Yes/No question starter bundles 

✓ Do you know what…?
✓ Do you want to…?
✓ Do you want some…?
✓ Do you want the …?
✓ Did I tell you…?
✓ Would you like to…?
✓ Do you have to...?
✓ Can I have a…?
✓ Have you got any…?

MATERIALS: Print the Yes/No question starter bundles on separate pieces of paper or notecards. You can also write 
the bundles on the board and have your students create the cards themselves. Note: If you feel some of the 
question starters will be too difficult for your students, you can omit them. 

STEP 1: As students enter the classroom, give them one or two cards with question starter bundles. 

STEP 2: Give students 3-5 minutes to look at the question starter bundle on their card(s) and to write a complete 
question for each card.  

STEP 3: Have students mingle in the classroom, asking and getting responses to their questions from their 
classmates. Depending on the number of students in the class, this might take 10-20 minutes. Ask students to 
remember the responses, or to take notes, depending on their level.   

STEP 4: Bring the class together and discuss the questions and responses. Here are some suggestions for further 
discussion:  

- What was challenging? Why?
- What were your favorite responses?
- Did you ask any follow-up questions to the yes/no answers?


